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TITLE 7, SUBTITLE 37 

SUBCHAPTER 2: PROGRAM FOR THE QUALIFICATION AND REGISTRATION OF 

PROFESSIONALS  

 

7:37-2.1 General requirements for certification  

(a) No individual shall submit a “Permit application for a proposed project” 

under the provisions of the Smart Growth Act pursuant to Treatment 

Works Approvals, Sewer Bans, Sewer Ban Exemptions, N.J.A.C. 7:14A-

22, Technical Requirements for Treatment Works Applications N.J.A.C. 

7:14A-23, N.J.A.C. 7:14A-1.2, Subsurface and Percolating Waters Act 

N.J.S.A. 58:4A-4.1 et seq., Water Supply Management Act, N.J.A.C. 

58:1A-1 et seq., Safe Drinking Water Act, N.J.A.C. 58:12A-1 et seq., 

N.J.A.C. 7:9D, Water Quality Management Planning Act (N.J.A.C. 

58:11A-1-16) N.J.A.C. 7:15, Waterfront Development Law (N.J.S.A. 12:5-

3) N.J.A.C. 7:7E, Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act (N.J.A.C. 13:9B-T 

et seq.) N.J.A.C. 7:7A, Flood Hazard Area Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:16 et 

seq.) N.J.A.C. 7:13 and N.J.A.C. 7:7A and Wetlands Act of 1970 

(N.J.S.A. 13:9A-1 et seq.) N.J.A.C. 7:7E and N.J.A.C. 7:7 unless the 

individual is qualified and registered in accordance with this subchapter. 

(b) The Department shall issue a notice of qualification and registration to an 

individual meeting the requirements for qualification pursuant to this 

subchapter.  The notice of qualification shall identify the duration and the 

types of permits which the qualified professional can sign and certify.  The 

qualified professional shall make this notice available to the Department 

or its authorized agent upon request.   

(c) Notices of qualification are not transferable. 

(d) A qualified professional shall notify the Department in writing, within three 

business days, of any changes in the individual’s qualifications that were 

considered in issuing the notice of qualification, including any changes in 

licensure by the Professional Engineering Board or other licensing 

authority.   
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(e) A qualified professional shall sign a certification statement and include the 

same for all documents prepared pursuant to the Smart Growth Act and 

submitted to the Department. 

(f) Qualification and registration will be available only to individuals.  

Qualification and registration is not available to business firms or other 

multi-person entities. 

(g) Large projects may require signature and certification in more than one 

program area, and thus may require signature and certification by more 

than one qualified professional or by a qualified professional qualified in 

more than one discipline or area of expertise. 

(h) Implementation of the Professional Qualification Program may be 

deferred in particular program areas depending on input from Federal 

agencies, consistent with Executive Order 140 (2004) and the statutory 

provisions concerning Federal Programs. 

 

7:37-2.2 Permit program areas for which a professional may apply for 
qualification and registration 

(a) An individual may apply for qualification and registration in any one or 

more of the following Permit Program Areas.  Permit types currently 

available under the Smart Growth Process are listed at 7:37-1. 

1. Freshwater Wetlands Transition Area Waivers or requests for 

Exemption (pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:9B and N.J.A.C. 7:7A); 

2. Coastal Wetlands (N.J.S.A. 13:9A, N.J.A.C. 7:7 and N.J.A.C. 7:7E); 

3. Waterfront Development (N.J.S.A. 12:5-3, N.J.A.C. 7:7 and N.J.A.C. 

7:7E);  

4. Flood Hazard Area Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:16A and N.J.A.C. 7:13); 

5. Amendments to Water Quality Management Plans (N.J.S.A. 58:1 and 

1A and N.J.A.C. 7:15); 

6. Safe Drinking Water (N.J.S.A. 58:12A, N.J.S.A. 58:11-23-1 et seq., 

N.J.A.C. 7:10); 

7. Water Allocation (N.J.S.A. 58:1A and N.J.A.C. 7:19); 

8. Well Registrations (N.J.S.A. 58:4A and N.J.A.C. 7:9D); and 

9. Treatment Works Approvals (N.J.S.A. 58:10A and N.J.A.C. 7:14A-

22.3). 
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7:37-2.3 Application procedures 
(a) An individual who wishes to be qualified as a professional to sign and 

certify one or more of the types of permits set forth in 7:37-2.2 shall apply 

for qualification on forms obtained from the Department.  These forms 

shall be submitted in electronic format if available.  The applicant shall 

provide the following with the application: 

1. The name and address of the applicant for qualification; 

2. The name and address of the applicant’s employer; 

3. Identification of the Program area for which the qualification is being 

requested; 

4. The applicant’s history of experience documenting his or her 

qualification to sign and certify permit applications as required at 7:37-

2.4 for each program for which the applicant is requesting certification; 

5. A listing of education and/or training completed that demonstrates 

satisfaction of the education and training requirement for qualification 

pursuant to 7:37-2.4 for each program for which the applicant is 

requesting certification; 

6. An application fee of $500.00.  This fee does not apply for an 

application submitted by an employee of a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 

organization and signing and certifying applications only on behalf of 

the 501(c)(3) organization. 

(b) A qualified professional shall maintain and submit verification of valid 

coverage of General Liability Insurance with minimum coverage limits as 

specified below.  A lapse in coverage will be grounds for suspension or 

revocation of qualification and registration. 

 

New Jersey General Liability:  $1,000,000 per occurrence/ 

$1,000,000 aggregate 

Professional Liability/Error/Omission: $1,000,000 per occurrence/ 

$1,000,000 aggregate 

Pollution/Property damage:  $1,000,000 
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(c) Upon verification of the information submitted in accord with this section 

as accurate and truthful, the Department shall issue a notice of 

qualification as described in 7:37-2.1(b), above.  This notice authorizes 

the individual to: 

1. Certify that a permit application is administratively complete in accord 

with program-specific rules; 

2. Certify that the permit application meets the statutory and regulatory 

requirements of the permit being applied for; 

3. Certify that copies of the permit application has been sent to the 

Smart Growth Ombudsman, Clerk of the Municipality in which the 

project is proposed; 

4. Submit permit applications to the Department under the Smart Growth 

expedited review process. 

5. Be listed on the Smart Growth web site as a qualified professional by 

the Department. 

(d) If an applicant has made two or more submittals in the past two years that 

fail to meet regulatory requirements or that otherwise were demonstrably 

deficient, the Department may reject his or her application upon notice of 

the deficiency. 

 

7:37-2.4 Eligibility 
(a) An applicant shall demonstrate eligibility to be qualified as a professional 

by submitting or providing evidence of the following program-specific 

qualifications: 

 

1. For permits issued under the Subsurface and Percolating Waters Act 

rules at N.J.A.C. 7:9D-1.1 et seq.: 

i. Education: Submit a copy of a license of the proper 

class for activities required in N.J.A.C. 7:9D-1.7 for the 

construction, maintenance and decommissioning of potable 

water wells. 

ii.  Licensed Professional Land Surveyor or other person certified 

by the Department for conducting GPS analyses within an 

accuracy range of 30 feet. 
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2. For permits issued under the Water Supply Management Act and 

Rules at N.J.A.C. 7:19-1 et seq. 

i. A bachelor’s or higher degree from an accredited institution in 

a related engineering or geology discipline; 

ii. Five (5) years continuous, fulltime employment conducting 

hydrological, hydrogeological (including groundwater 

modeling, safe yield analysis, pump test design and 

implementation, data analysis, and impact assessments) and 

water resource investigations and analyses in support of water 

supply development in New Jersey.  Candidates shall submit a 

list of all water supply development and assessment projects 

undertaken, a description of all the projects listed and their role 

in the project (e.g. management, field investigation, 

assessment).  The documentation shall demonstrate that the 

give year fulltime employment condition is satisfied; 

iii. Possession of one or both of the following certifications: 

Licensed Professional Engineer – any state, Licensed 

Professional Geologist – any state; 

iv. For projects having potential wetland, threatened and 

endangered species or other natural resource impacts, in 

addition to the required certifications above, applications for 

expedited review shall also include certifications required 

under N.J.A.C. 2.4(a)6 below. 

v. Certification that neither the individual nor the individual’s 

employer have been indicted for, convicted of, or plead guilty 

or no-contest to an environmental crime or offense, or any 

related criminal offense. 

 

3. For permits issued under the Safe Drinking Water Act Rules at 

N.J.A.C. 7:10-1 et seq. 

i. Education: At a minimum, a bachelor of science degree in the 

field of civil engineering from an accredited college or 

university of the United States.  Any applicant who has 
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attended a higher educational institution not located in the 

United States shall have his or her degree evaluated by a 

review service selected and approved by the NJ Board of 

Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors as provided in 

N.J.A.C. 13:40-2.3. 

ii. Professional License: At a minimum, the candidate for 

certification shall possess a valid and current Professional 

Engineer License issued by the State of New Jersey, Board of 

Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors. 

iii. Experience: At a minimum, the candidate for certification shall 

have demonstrated the following: 

1. Five years of cumulative experience in the field of hydraulic 

evaluation and design of a community water system: 

(a) For permit-by-rule of water main extension 

certifications or Master permits, the individual must 

have design experience in pump stations, storage tank 

and water distribution system piping for individuals that 

are certified to; 

(b) For any permit application, excluding surface water 

treatment, in a smart growth area, the individual must 

have design experience wells, pump stations, and 

treatment facilities for individuals who prepare permit 

applications for the approval of new or replacement 

well, distribution modification including pump station, 

storage tank and water mains, treatment modification, 

or a new public water system; or  

(c) For any permit application that includes surface water 

treatment, in a smart growth area, the individual must 

have extensive design experience in water treatment 

design for both ground water and surface water 

including at least two surface water treatment designs 

in the past five years. 

2. Since January 1st, 2001, the candidate has submitted to 

the Department’s Bureau of Safe Drinking Water and 
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subsequently received approval of a minimum of 10 permit 

applications for the construction of a water system’s well, 

treatment, pump station, storage tank, or water distribution 

system piping; 

3. Since January 1st, 2001, no permit application has been 

denied by the Department’s Bureau of Safe Drinking Water 

for failure to meet minimum standards; and  

4. A candidate that does not meet item 2 above, may in its 

place, submit a reference and recommendation from at 

least two individuals who have met the above requirements 

and have been qualified by the Department as certifying 

agents for permit by rule of water main extension under the 

act. 

iv. References: At a minimum, the candidate for certification shall 

submit three professional references from individuals that have 

first hand knowledge on a professional level of the candidate’s 

experience.  At least one reference shall be from a direct 

supervisor of the candidate or a water purveyor for which the 

candidate has performed professional engineering services for 

the water purveyor in the past three years 

v. Certification that neither the individual nor the individual’s  

employer have been indicted for, convicted of, or plead guilty 

or no-contest to an environmental crime or offense, or any 

related criminal offense. 

 

4. For project-specific plan amendments that are not and do not require 

a Wastewater Management Plan approval or update approved under 

the Water Quality Management Planning Act: 

i. Education: 
A. An undergraduate degree from a fully accredited university or 

college with a major course of study in engineering; and 

B. A Professional Engineering License (P.E.) 

C. Completion of appropriate  college level course work or 

equivalent in the following areas: 
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(1) Stormwater management; 

(2) Threatened or Endangered Species Identification or 

management; 

(3) Freshwater Wetland Identification; 

(4) Freshwater Wetland Regulation; 

(5) NJPDES Regulation; and 

(6) Riparian Corridor Health, Function or Restoration. 

 

ii. Experience: Three years of experience in submitting 

applications for Water Quality Management Plan Amendments.  

Three years of experience in the fields referenced at 7:37-

2.4(a)4(i) above. 

iii. Statement of Qualifications: A summary of the administrative 

history of each Project-Specific Water Quality Management Plan 

Amendment you were significantly involved in, submitted to and 

approved by the Department in the last three calendar years, 

respective file number, current project status, approximate total 

cost and the name of the consulting firm that prepared the permit 

application. 

iv. Certification that neither the individual nor the individual’s 

employer have been indicted for, convicted of, or plead guilty or 

no-contest to an environmental crime or offense, or any related 

criminal offense. 

 

5. For areawide plan amendments approved under the Water Quality 

Management Planning Act: 

 i. Education: 
A. An undergraduate degree from a fully accredited university 

or college with a major course of study in Land Use 

Planning or equivalent; or 

B. A Professional Planners License valid in the State of New 

Jersey; and  

C. Completion of appropriate college level course work or 

equivalent in the following areas: 
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(1) Stormwater management; 

(2) Threatened and Endangered Species Habitat 

Identification and management; 

(3) Freshwater Wetlands Identification 

(4) Freshwater Wetlands Regulation; and  

(5) NJPDES regulation. 

 
ii. Experience:  Three years experience in submitting Areawide 

Water Quality Management Plan Amendment applications.   

            Three years of experience in the fields referenced at 7:37-     

2.4(a)5(i) above. 

 

iii. Statement of Qualifications: A summary of the 

administrative history of Areawide Water Quality Management 

Planning project that you were significantly involved in, 

submitted to and approved by the Department in the last five 

calendar years, respective file number, current project status, 

approximate total cost and the name of the consulting firm that 

prepared the permit application. 

iv. Certification that neither the individual nor the individual’s 

employer have been indicted for, convicted of, or plead guilty 

or no-contest to an environmental crime or offense, or any 

related criminal offense. 

 
6. For permits issued under the Waterfront Development Law: 

i. Education: 
A. An undergraduate degree from a fully accredited university 

or college in a course of major study including: ecology, 

environmental science, marine biology or similar degree in 

a relevant field; or 

B. A valid State of New Jersey Professional Engineer License 

(P.E.) or Land Surveyors License (L.S.) or Professional 

Planners License valid in the State of New Jersey. 
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ii. Experience: Three years of experience in the 

preparation of waterfront development applications or impact 

assessments for projects regulated under the Waterfront 

Development Law. 

iii. Statement of Qualifications: A summary of the 

administrative history of each Waterfront Development project 

that you were significantly involved in, submitted to and 

approved by the Department in the last two calendar years, 

respective file number, current project status, approximate 

total cost and the name of the consulting firm that prepared the 

permit application. 

iv. Certification that neither the individual nor the individual’s 

employer have been indicted for, convicted of, or plead guilty 

or no-contest to an environmental crime or offense, or any 

related criminal offense. 

 

7. For permits issued under the Flood Hazard Area Control Act: 

i. Education: 
A. An undergraduate degree from a fully accredited university 

or college awarding a degree in Civil Engineering or a 

related field, and  

B. A Professional Engineer License (P.E.). 

ii. Experience: A minimum of five years of experience in the 

preparation and submittal of applications pursuant to the Flood 

Hazard Area Control Act. 

iii. Statement of Qualifications: A summary of the 

administrative history of each Flood Hazard Area Control Act 

project that you were significantly involved in, submitted to and 

approved by the Department in the last two calendar years, 

respective file number, current project status, approximate 

total cost and the name of the consulting firm that prepared the 

permit application. 

iv. Certification that neither the individual nor the individual’s 

employer have been indicted for, convicted of, or plead guilty 
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or no-contest to an environmental crime or offense, or any 

related criminal offense. 

 

8. For permits issued under the Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act: 

i. Education:  

A. An undergraduate degree from a fully accredited university 

or college with a course of major study in wetland science, 

botany, ecology, environmental science, wildlife biology, or 

similar degree in a relevant field; and 

B. For all projects proposed in an area ranked 3, 4 or 5 on the 

Department's Landscape Mapping, evidence that the 

applicant has a minimum of six credits from an accredited 

college or university in wildlife management, zoology or 

threatened and endangered species management. 

ii. Experience: 
A. A minimum of five years full-time experience in a position 

devoted to the field identification and delineation of 

freshwater wetlands and preparation of delineation reports;  

B. A minimum of five years of experience in the preparation of 

wetland permit applications pursuant to the New Jersey 

Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act or the Federal Clean 

Water Act Section 404(b)1 guidelines or impact 

assessments projects;  

C. For all projects proposed in an area ranked 3, 4 or 5 on the 

Department's Landscape Mapping, evidence that the 

individual requesting certification has a minimum of 6 

credits from an accredited college or university in wildlife 

management, zoology or threatened and endangered 

species management; and  

D. A minimum of three years full-time experience conducting 

threatened and endangered species surveys or critical 

wildlife habitat assessments. 

iii. Statement of Qualifications: A summary of the 

administrative history of each freshwater wetlands, threatened 
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and endangered species and wildlife assessment project that 

you were significantly involved in, submitted to and approved 

by the Department in the last two calendar years, respective 

file number, current project status, approximate total cost and 

the name of the consulting firm that prepared the permit 

application. 

iv. Certification that neither the individual nor the individual’s 

employer have been indicted for, convicted of, or plead guilty 

or no-contest to an environmental crime or offense, or any 

related criminal offense. 

 

9. For Treatment Works Approvals issued under the Water Pollution Act: 

i. Education: Possession of a valid New Jersey professional 

engineer’s license. 

ii. Experience: 
A. A minimum of four years experience in the design of 

wastewater conveyance and treatment systems; and 

B. Completion of a minimum of one Department-sponsored 

seminar concerning the Treatment Works Approval 

program. 

iii. Statement of Qualifications: A summary of the administrative 

history of each Treatment Works Approval project that you were 

significantly involved in, submitted to and approved by the 

Department in the last two calendar years, respective file number, 

current project status, approximate total cost and the name of the 

consulting firm that prepared the permit application. 

iv. Certification that neither the individual nor the individual’s 

employer have been indicted for, convicted of, or plead guilty or 

no-contest to an environmental crime or offense, or any related 

criminal offense. 

 

 10. For permits issued under the Wetlands Act of 1970: 

i. Education:  
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A. An undergraduate degree from a fully accredited university or 

college with a major course of study in wetland science, 

botany, ecology, environmental science, wildlife biology, 

wildlife management, zoology, marine biology or a similar 

degree in a relevant field; and  

B. For all projects proposed in an area ranked 3, 4 or 5 on the 

Department’s Landscape Mapping, evidence that the 

individual requesting certification has a minimum of six credits 

from an accredited college or university in wildlife 

management, zoology or threatened and endangered species 

management or a similar course. 

ii. Experience:   
A. A minimum of three years full-time experience in a position 

devoted to the field identification and delineation of wetlands 

or the onsite supervision thereof, and preparation of related 

documentation. 

B. Three years of experience in the preparation of environmental 

applications or impact assessments for the State or Federally-

regulated projects. 

iii. Statement of Qualifications: A summary of the administrative 

history of each similar project that you were significant involved in, 

submitted to and approved by the Department in the last three 

calendar years, respective file number, current project status, 

approximate total cost and the name of the consulting firm that 

prepared the permit application. 

iv. Certification that neither the individual nor the individual’s 

employer have been indicted for, convicted of, or plead guilty or 

no-contest to an environmental crime or offense, or any related 

criminal offense. 

 

7:37-2.5  Renewal requirements 
(a) The qualification of each professional shall be valid for two years. 
(b) Qualifications may be renewed by submitting a renewal application and a 

renewal application fee of $250.00 to the Department at least 60 days 
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prior to the expiration of the current certification.  This fee does not apply 

for an application submitted by an employee of a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 

organization, signing and certifying applications only on behalf of the 

501(c)(3) organization. 
(c) A qualified professional seeking renewal need only submit information 

updating the previously submitted documentation required for that 

qualification. 
(d) In determining whether to approve a renewal request, the Department 

may consider the applicant’s performance when acting as a qualified 

professional. 
(e) For any applicant whose qualification had been revoked pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 7:37-2.6(a), the Department will deny any application for renewal 

for the three consecutive years immediately following the year of 

revocation. 
(f) For an applicant whose qualification had been revoked pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 7:37-2.6(b), the Department will deny any application for renewal 

unless and until the applicant has been reinstated or has otherwise 

successfully challenged the revocation. 
(g) No individual may perform services for which qualification is required after 

his or her qualification has expired. 
(h) A professional who fails to renew his or her qualification before the 

expiration date shall meet the initial certification requirements as required 

by this rule. 
(i) The Department is not responsible for notifying any individual that his or 

her certification is about to expire.  
 
7:37-2.6 Revocation of Qualification 

(a) The following activities shall be considered negligent violations of the 

standards for registered qualified professionals.  Upon a finding of 

negligent violations, the Department shall revoke the professional’s notice 

of qualification and may bar the professional from qualification and 

registration for a period of three years.  The Department may also notify 

any relevant Licensing Board of its findings and actions regarding this 

professional: 
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1. Submittal of incomplete or inaccurate notices; 

2. False statements; 

3. Inaccurate fees; 

4. A lapse in General Liability Insurance; 

5. For Treatment Works Approvals, submittal of more than one 

permit application that does not comply with N.J.A.C. 7:14A-22 

and 23. 

(b) The following actions shall be considered willful or reckless violations of 

the Standards for registered qualified professionals.  Upon a finding of 

willful or reckless violations the Department shall revoke the 

professional’s notice of qualification and permanently bar the qualified 

professional from seeking qualification and registration in the future.  The 

Department shall also notify any relevant Licensing Board of its findings 

and actions regarding this professional: 

1. Failure to submit a fee; 

2. Failure to submit required notices; 

3. Certification of compliance when the Qualified and Registered 

Professional knew or should have known that there were material 

misrepresentations as to the factual basis regarding any of the 

following: 

a. Presence of a Threatened and Endangered species on 

site; 

b. Presence of C-1 waters on-site; 

c. Presence of buffer requirements as required by the 

Stormwater Management Rules; 

d. Presence of a Natural Heritage Priority site; or 

e. Signing and falsifying a permit where the professional has 

an interest in the entity making the application or in any 

other entity associated with the proposed project that is the 

subject of an expedited permit. 

(c) A qualified professional may challenge any action of the Department to 

revoke his or her qualification by appealing this action to the Office of 

Administrative Law. 


